46                    THE   CIVILIZATIONS   OF   THE   EAST
broad hips with the graceful contours. Their thighs are like the trunk
of the elephant, their arms cannot be seen for their bracelets, their
waist is adorned with a glittering girdle. Look upon them, 0 lord,
they have the grace of the swan and sweetly speak the language of
love which goes to the heart, and, more than all this, they are most
expert in divinely voluptuous pleasures. Look upon them, 0 lord,
they are thy slaves. . . ." The bodhisattva triumphed over this at-
tack, as over the rest, and a little while afterwards, when the three
daughters of Mara made a last effort to seduce him, he turned them
into three decrepit old women. /
Having triumphed over temptation, the motionless bodhisattva,
still seated at the foot of the tree, concentrated his thoughts upon uni-
versal suffering and the means of abolishing it. His glance embraced
the whole universe. He beheld the endless cycle of rebirths, pro-
longed to infinity, from the infernal regions and the world of ani-
mals up to the gods themselves, throughout all eternity. And all birth,
all life, all death was pain. " Then, while his thought was thus concen-
trated, in utter purity, in the last watch of the night, when the dawn
appears, at the moment of the beating of the drum," the bodhisattva
attained to the possession of wisdom. Going back over the chain of
causes, he discovered that the cause of all suffering is the longing for
existence, which is based upon our false conceptions of thought, the
ego, and the material world. Hence, to do away with the longing for
existence, by abolishing its intellectual causes, would mean the aboli-
tion of suffering. . . . Such was the inward Illumination, the revela-
tion of perfect wisdom (bodhi), by which the bodhisattva at last be-
came a supreme Buddha.
After the Illumination the Buddha remained by the tree for yet
another four weeks. During the fifth week a terrible storm devastated
the country. But a king of the Nagas, Muchilinda, appeared in the
form of a giant serpent and coiled his body beneath that of the
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